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Parade the Circle Celebration Coming June 8 

CLEVELAND — Parade the Circle Celebration, a daylong community arts event featuring a colorful 
parade, family activities provided by more than 30 University Circle organizations, food, and 
performing artists, is coming soon: Saturday, June 8, 2002, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Located in Cleveland's 
cultural hub —University Circle — Parade the Circle Celebration is presented by the Cleveland Museum 
of Art (CMA) and University Circle Incorporated (UCI). This free, fun-filled event attracts more than 
40,000 spectators and 2,000 participants. 

The Parade 

At noon, the Parade begins from CMA's parking lot and proceeds around Wade Oval Green. It features 
costumed stiltdancers, giant puppets, musicians, and dancers from Cleveland-area communities and 
beyond. Creative ensembles will be designed and constructed by international and local artists as well 
as by schools and community groups, families, and individual participants in the Parade. 

"The theme for this year's Parade is ’Salmagundi','' says Robin VanLear, artistic director of the 
Parade and CMA's community arts program. "Salmagundi means many things, including a potpourri 
or heterogeneous mixture. It is also an eclectic salad of meat, egg, and colorful vegetables, artfully 
arranged and highly seasoned. The diversity and creativity that generates the Parade produces a spicy 
and vibrant visual feast. Salmagundi is a perfect way to describe it." 

Guest artists from Cuba, Trinidad and Tobago, Toronto, and Minnesota will take part in the 
Parade by creating ensembles, serving as technical specialists, and directing outreach programs with 
various community organizations throughout Cleveland. 

Those interested in participating in this year's Parade or any of the workshops should contact 
the community arts department at CMA at (216) 707-2483. 
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The Circle Village 

The Wade Oval festivities, featuring dozens of activities, entertainment, and refreshments will begin at 
11 a.m. on and around Wade Oval. Circle institutions sponsor engaging activities that give visitors a 
taste of what they have to offer the community year round. New this year will be interactive activities 
and musical performances all along the parade route to engage the audience in creative enjoyment as 
they wait in excited anticipation for the parade. Dance troupes include modern dance by the Repertory 
Project, Dance/Theatre Collective, SAFMOD, plus a grand finale by Dance Afrika Dance. 

Musical entertainment includes jump, blues, and swing music by Blue Lunch and the Swamp 
Boogie Queens. Mellow Harps (steel drums), Partners in Rhyme (a cappella vocals), Drumplay, the 
Cleveland Music School Settlement Percussion Ensemble, the Mad Mountain Juggler, and King Henry's 
Touring Company are also scheduled to perform. 

"We invite all Greater Clevelanders to spend June 8th in University Circle at Parade the Circle 
Celebration, a truly extraordinary event. It's a fabulous opportunity to experience the vitality of the 
Circle and learn more about our institutions," notes David Abbott, President of UCI. 

For more information about the Circle Village, contact Debra Posner or Sheryl Berman at UCI 
at (216) 707-5035. 

* * * 

Parade the Circle Celebration is presented by the institutions of University Circle. The Parade is 
produced by the Cleveland Museum of Art and the Circle Village is coordinated by University Circle 
Incorporated. 

The Parade is sponsored by Metropolitan Bank & Trust with generous support from The George 
Gund Foundation. Additional support comes from the Ohio Arts Council and the Coca-Cola Bottling 
Company, Inc. Promotional support is provided by The Plain Dealer and 89.7 WKSU. 

### 

Note: A media kit to be mailed in April will give more details about international artists and Circle 
Village activities. Separate releases on Parade workshops and CMA's April 21 Mask Festival will be 
mailed in March. 
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